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" MY LIFE WITH
COUNT DRACULA
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A Hungry Jacksl production. Produced,
divected, edited by Dustin Lance Black,
Camera (color, video), Black; mausie,
Christopher Hoag; second unit camers,
Brisn Krinsky. Reviewed on videotape,
L.A., July 2, 2008. {In IFP Los Angeles
F%W)Rummgmnm

With: Dr: Donsld A, Reed

By TODD McCARTHY

ithough his film is intended
as a tribute, fGlmmaker

Dustin Lance Black doesn’t |

do the lste Dr. Donald A. Reed
any favors in “My Life With
Count Dracuia.” While saluting
Reed’s oddbail contributions to
film appreciation through the
Academy of Sciemce Fiction,
Fantasy & Horror Films and ils
Saturn Awards, pic’s inordinate
focus or Reed’s messy domes-
tic life and sad final illness
twists the salute into an unfortu-
nate exercise in macabre
voyeurism. As s resuit, what
could have been a nifty special-
ized item for bufis and genre
fans emerges as, at best, a cu-
riosity item for trawlers of Holly-
weird esoterica.

A familiar face on the L.A.
sereening cireuit for close to 40
years, Reed was acherubiclittle fel-
low with a high-pitched voiceand a
law degree who always dressed in
‘eoat and tie and was usually sw-
rounded by an entourage of conspic-
uvouslv good-looking young men.
Working out of the modest family
home in which he grew up in Scuth
Central, Reed first sought celebrity
— and celebrities — as founder of
the Count Dracula Society, which
got him (excerpted) TV time on
CBS News and, amusingly, as a
“raal” contestant on *To Tell the
Truth.”

Seeking greater horizons for his
entrepreneunal geckdom, Reed
was in the right place at the right
time during the sci-fi and horrorex-
plosion of the *70s and launched the
Saturns. These awards were legit-
imized by Reed’s contention that
genrefarewasuni‘airlyzmedat
the Oscars but were p!amly most
motxvated, especially in their ne-

tionally televised heyday, by Reed’s
obvious delight at being ringmaster
at events that were among the first
to celebrate the work of Friedkin,
Spielberg, Lucas, Schwarzenegger
and Cameron, as well as many
greats of yesteryear.

Al this is documented in rela-
tively chaotie fashion, just as
evocative clips from “Nosferatu”
and the original “Dracuia”™ are in-
terspersed willy-nilly into the
proceedings. Dommatmg every-
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Reviewed on videotape, LA, June

%‘-—» Documentary,) Running time: 55 §
With: George Boyer, Dr. Michael First, |

i = Dr. Robert Smith, Dr. Leif Davis, Jennie |

“My Life With Count Dracuia.”

ing range having an MRI, trying
on clothesin a changing room, giv-

ing himself an insulin shot in his
using the bath-§ |
. " anddmvmutmdo@ted!yrelac- :

drooping belly,
room in his suffocatingly clut-

tered house and visiting his doc-§
tor, who futilely instruets his pa-|
tient to lay off the sweets. He's|

ing to summon thel
energy to stage a 26th edition of}
the Satnrn Awards in 2000, a year|
when few of the winners would be @

aiso seen

attending. Reed, who aptly states

herein that the core appeal off
bid at{
immortality, died the following] ey

perhaps the low point sexual fantasies of losing

Biack’s coverage of legendary sci-§
fi collector/historian Forrest J.)
Ackerman's 84th birthday party,l
which reveals writer Ray Brad-|
bury, in the wake of a stroke, at-§
tending in his underwear while

Dracula lies in his

year at age 66.

But

sporting a cane.

Film does a eursory job of tracing |

Reed’s life story, but shows little in-
terest in
his

give’s life evidencesno point

Hvelihood.

For anyone who knew Reed even;
slightly, pie disappoints on twog
sofarremovedﬁ'omhisen usias-|
manded mueh bolder and more}

counts: Itsashameto

@c

cleammdequnn?thanxtxsaf
forded here.

Numerous indusiry pals and
Saturn honorees, notably Bryan|

Singer, Doug Wick, Dean Devlm

and Randall Kleiser, put in ay

UP 10 BAT: Dr. Donald A. Reed |
greeis Bat Gl at a Count§
Dracula Society meeting in docu ! Conventionally made but also by- |
" passing the trap of turning the |
comfortably close and unflatter-|

getting to the botiom off
and decidedly odd;

and lifestyle. On the|
one hand referencmg a 12-year’
“girlfriend” while on the other al-§
lowing one associate to whisper§l George
that he thonght Reed might be “ho-§
mosexual” this look at an cbses-§
ofviews
other than tacit admiration for s
man who was able to extend hisj
childhood passions into an adult]

.
Vol el

. 3 %
Mmm B T T SR )

By ROBERT KOEHLER

ocumaker Melody Gilbert’s |
“Whole” deals with a tiny |
group of people obsessed §
with the need io remove s Emb — §
usually a leg — from their bodies. {

longs in a carny show, pic’s great {
achievement is being able to |
shine light on this ultra-dark cor- |
ner of the medical avant-garde, |

to talk on camers. {

Tbie is the sort of talidng-point |
docu that fests adore, but com- |
mercial paths appear limited, |
even in deep cable.
Dr. Michzael First termsthecondi- §
tion, which lacks a proper medical £

stresses the disorder haslittle todo ¢
involving the §
livnbs dra- §
matized in David Cromenberg’s §
“Crash.” What helmer Gilbert §
finds, despite the lack ofaterm, isa |

telbgent. .

Baz, 8 middle-aged Liverpudlian |
and- onte of pic's sharpest subjects §
(andwho,likem&thmman,re-
guest to be known by first name §
only), was so fed up with his left leg |
that he stuckitindryice to promote ¢
frostbite and amputation., §
Boyer, 2 computer whiz |
from central Florids, describes how |
he once tried to shoot off one of his §

¥ legs. Dutchman Keesis knownasa §

“wannabe” amputee, who frequent- |
ly binds up his fully functioning left |
leg in order to simulate leglessness. |
Brit university teacher Kevin went |
89 far as to arrange surgery of a |
healthy leg with surgeon Dr. Robert |
Smith, who agreed to perform the |
operation and soon became the sub- §
ject of press and publicinquiries. §

“Whole” nicely combines hard |
journalism with human close-ups, |
such as the marriage rift between |
wannahe Dan Cooper and his alien- §
ated wife Jennie — an approach |

t that would be perfectly athomeona |

| segment of “Oprah.”




